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Please find below and/or attached an Office conununication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/909.112 
Examiner 

Lynette T. Umez-Eronini 



Applicant(s) 

OEY HEWETT ETAL 



Art Unit 

1765 



— . — . ^ j Lyiieue I . umez-bronml 1765 

Period 1orRelfy'^""""'''^°''"'''~^^^ 



■ Failure o reply withm the set or extended period for reply win by sUMe cauM We^^^^^^^ ""^^I"* date of tWs cimmunloatlon 

- Any reply received by the Office rater ihan?hree monllis aS'the m15 ^o^^^T '^.'^'™ ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) ^ communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to coinmunication(s) filed on 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final 

AM Claim(s) 1^ ls/are pending in tlie application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to.. 

Claim(s) U§1 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bQ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action, 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f) 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Cei ;ified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

S.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 1 7 2fa)l i^anonai btage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 
i^^n A ? "^^f 5^"^'^**°" of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

I) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) >i\ r~l , . • « 

1) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Dra Jng Review (PTO-948) 5 R LT"^ Nummary (PTOSIS) Paper No(s). 

3) □ infomiadon Disclosure S.atemen.(s) (P?o.1449) PaTer Nojs) . ej □ ^^"^ 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

'• Claims 1-34. drawn to a polishing process, classified in class 438. 
subclass 692. 

'•■ Claims 35-51, drawn to polishing apparatus, class^ed in class 156. 
subclass 345. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons- 
2. Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for Its practice The 
■nventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
cla.med can be used to practice another and materially different process (MPEP § 
806.05(e). in this case the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 

rnaterially different process such as one that does not require polishingametallic layer 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I Is not required for Group „. restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper 
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5. A telephone call was made to J. Mike Amerson on April 10. 2003 to request an 
oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 

made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 

Any Inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lynette T. Umez-Eronini whose telephone number is 
703-306-9074. The examiner is normally unavailable reached on the Firet Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Benjamin Utech can be reached on 703-308-3836. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 
for regular communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final communications. 
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